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An eight-page folder entitled "Local Government Review: The Chance of a Lifetime," a 
brief guide to the current review of local government forms, has been published by the 
Bureau of Government Research (BGR) at the University of Montana in Missoula. 
Written by June Thornton, BGR research associate, and highlighted with line drawings 
by Thomas J. Bryan, director of the University Center Graphic Art Service, the pamphlet 
includes all of the basic information and important dates, simplifying many of the 
complexities of the review process. 
Mrs. Thornton gives a brief outline of the cafeteria-style selection of government 
forms made available to all Montana counties and municipalities by the 1975 State 
Legislature. She compares the choice of government form to the main dish selected in a 
cafeteria, with suboptions resembling side dishes that might be chosen to go with it. 
She also summarizes the cooperative arrangements and transfer of services that provide 
other alternatives which may be chosen by individual Montana communities. The folder 
includes additional sources of information plus a useful calendar of the events which 
will take place from now until the review is completed on June 30, 1977. 
In writing of the importance of the current review, Mrs. Thornton emphasizes that 
although the new Montana Constitution requires a local government review procedure every 
10 years, "this first review may be the most comprehensive and the most important." If a 
good job is done now, she says, each Montanan and each community "will benefit for decades." 
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Publication of the folder was financed in part by Community Service Programs under 
Title I of the Higher Education Act of 1965, and in part by a comprehensive Planning 
Assistance Grant to the State Commission on Local Government (SCLG), Helena, under 
provisions of Section 701 of the Housing Act of 1954. 
The SCLG and the Cooperative Extension Service at Montana State University, Bozeman, 
will make copies of the folder available to the 182 local government study commissions 
for distribution at county fairs and in communities throughout ~bntana during the 
remainder of the review. 
